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Ctrmmanfooltjj of IPassarjjusetts.
EEPOET.
To His Excellency John L. Bates, Governor of the Commonwealth.
The Board of Commissioners of the Firemen's Belief Fund
presents herewith its report for the fiscal year ending June
30, 1904.
The Board as now constituted consists of five members,
three of whom are appointed by the Governor of the Com-
monwealth and two are annually elected by the Massachusetts
State Firemen's Association.
This is the first year of service upon this commission of
the three members appointed by the Governor. The other
two members, Messrs. Hosmer and Cheney, have served on
this commission ever since its organization, and their long
and faithful service has proved of great value to the Board.
During this year the Board has endeavored to pursue the
strictest economy consistent with the object for which it was
organized, which was to aid firemen injured in the discharge
of their duties, etc.
Owing to the large number of fires throughout the State,
and the consequent fatalities and serious injuries to firemen,
the entire amount of funds at the disposal of the commis-
sion, namely, $12,000, has been expended, and further claims
amounting to $130, are still pending before the commission.
Many cases needing personal investigation have been given
to the commissioner living nearest the claimants, for him to
make such investigation and report the facts to the full Board
for such action as the Board might deem expedient.
At the beginning of the present year the Board was for-
tunate in securing the services of D. Arthur Burt as secre-
tary, and through his fidelity and interest in the work of
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the Board, and his accurate and careful system of keeping
the records, the efficiency of the Board has been greatly
promoted.
Minor Children.
The weekly payments to minor children of deceased fire-
men are, in the ' opinion of the Board, of great importance,
and of far-reaching benefit to the recipients.
Our treasurer, Mr. Hiram R. Williamson, by his careful
and prompt attention to the payment of these claims, and
by his personal acquaintance with each of the beneficiaries,
obtained by visits to such parties, guarantees to the Board
the accomplishment of this part of our work in the most
satisfactory manner.
The action of this Board during the past year has been
harmonious in the highest degree, and each member has con-
tributed his full share to this end, so that the labors of the
Board might result in the greatest good to the parties in-
tended to be benefited thereby.
Appended is a tabulated statement, showing how the fund
has been expended and the recipients of the same.
Respectfully submitted for the Board,
GEORGE F. HARWOOD,
Chairman.
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STATISTICS.
The following table shows the number of claims and amount
allowed to cities and towns for injured firemen : —
List of Claims for the Year ending June 30, 1904.
Claims considered, 228
Claims allowed, 215
Claims rejected, 6
Claims withdrawn, 1
Death claims, 6
Citt or Town. Number ofClaims. Death Claims. Amount allowed.
Amesbury,
Athol,
Arlington, .
Beverly,
Boston,
Brockton, .
Brookline, .
Cambridge,
Chelsea,
Chicopee Falls,
Clinton,
Danvers, .
Easthampton,
Everett,
Fitchbnrg, .
Framingham,
Gloucester,
Greenfield, .
Groveland,
(2) $200 00
(1) 100 00
$10 50
64 50
132 00
96 50
2,491 50*
134 50
144 00
58 50
22 50
73 50
43 50
76 50
9 00
96 00
18 00
22 50
143 50
33 00
21 00
* Three rejected.
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Citt or Town. Number ofClaims. Death Claims Amount allowed.
Haverhill, .
Holyoke, .
Lawrence, .
Lee, .
Lexington,
Lowell,
Lynn,
.
Maiden,
Manchester,
Marlborough,
Medford, .
Milford, .
Millbury, .
Natick,
New Bedford,
Newton,
North Adams,
Northampton,
Peabody, .
Plymouth, .
Provincetown,
Quincy,
Revere,
Somerville,
Springfield,
Spencer,
Stoneham, .
Taunton, .
Waltham, .
Ware,
.
Whitman, .
Woburn, .
Worcester, .
3
1
1
1
17
4
2
1
1
1
3
1
5
1
4
1
1
3
1
1
2
1
5
2
3
2
11
3
2
1
2
22
228
(1) $100 00
100 00
100 00
$600 00
* One withdrawn. f Rejected. X One rejected.
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The following table shows the number of minor children
entitled to benefit from the Firemen's Relief Fund, Massa-
chusetts, in the several cities and towns, for the year end-
ing June 30, 1904, together with the aggregate amounts
allowed : —
Cur or Town.
Number
of
Beneficiaries
Amount. City or Town.
Number
of
Beneficiaries.
Amount.
Boston, . 15 $1,500 00 Lynn, 4 $416 00
Foxborough, . 2 128 00 Plymouth, 2 68 00
Hanover, . 2 208 00 Rockland, 1 90 00
Haverhill, 1 104 00 Somerville, 3 312 00
Hudson, . 6 624 00 Worcester, 6 234 00
Lowell, 1 40 00 Total, $3,724 00
Disbursements from July 1, 1890, to July 1, 1904.
For thk Year ending July 1. Expenditure.
Balance
in Favor of
Commonwealth.
1891. . 85,827 65 $4,172 35
1892, 9,724 10 275 90
1893, 8,911 40 1,088 60
1894, 8,422 11 1,577 89
1895. . 9,617 06 382 94
1896, . 9,406 76 593 24
1897, 8,922 47 1,077 53
1898, 7,314 63 2,685 37
1899, 9,998 62 1 38*
1900, . 10,008 13 2 87t
1901, 10,000 00 _+4-
1902 9,999 96 04 £
1903, 11,540 19 459 81
1904, 11,998 74 1 26||
§131,691 82 $12,319 18
* Claims to the amount of $786 carried over to July 1, 1899.
t Claims to the amount of $773.50 paid from treasury of the Massachusetts Firemen's
Association, Aug. 1, 1900.
J Claims to the amount of $741 carried over to July 1, 1901.
§ Claims to the amount of $1,443.50 carried over to July 1, 1902.
II Claims to the amount of $130 carried over to July 1, 1904.
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TREASURER'S REPORT.
Worcester, Mass., July 1, 1904.
To the Treasurer of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts.
I have the honor to present this, my fourteenth annual
report of the receipts and expenditures, as treasurer of the
fund for the Massachusetts State Firemen's Association,
appropriated by the State, and administered in conformity
therewith.
Receipts.
1903.
July. Received of the Hon. Edward S. Bradford, Treas-
urer of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, for
the benefit of the Firemen's Relief Fund of Mas-
sachusetts (chapter 108, under the act of Feb.
25, 1903) $12,000 00
Expenditures.
Paid 2,588 days' injury benefits to call men, at
$1.50 per day, .... $3,882 00
3,374 days' injury benefits to permanent
men, at $1 per day, . . . 3,374 00
6 funeral benefits, at $100 each,... 600 00
1,862 weeks' benefit for minor children, at
$2 per week, 3,724 00
expense account, 418 74
fll,998 74
Balance due the Commonwealth, . 1 26
112,000 00
Respectfully submitted,
H. R. WILLIAMSON,
Treasurer of the Massachusetts State
Firemen 's Association.
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LEGISLATION.
[Revised Laws, Chapter 32.]
Firemen's Relief Fund.
Section 71. The sum of ten thousand dollars shall annually,
before the first day of July, be paid by the treasurer and receiver
general to the treasurer of the Massachusetts state firemen's asso-
ciation out of the money received from taxes on fire insurance
companies doing business in this commonwealth, and it shall be
known as the firemen's relief fund of Massachusetts.
Section 72. The treasurer of said association shall give a bond
in the sum of ten thousand dollars with sureties approved by the
treasurer and receiver general conditioned for the faithful per-
formance of his duties.
Section 73. Such fund shall be used for the relief of firemen,
whether members of said association or not, who may be injured
in the performance of their duty at a fire or in going to or return-
ing from the same, and for the relief of the widows and children
of firemen killed in the performance of such duty, in the manner
and to the amount determined by a board of five persons, three of
whom, not members of said association, shall be appointed by the
governor, and two of whom shall be appointed by said association.
Section 74. Officers and members in active service in all in-
corporated protective departments co-operating with fire depart-
ments, and any person performing the duties of a fireman in a
town having no organized fire department, shall be entitled to the
benefits thereof.
Section 75. The unexpended balance of said fund for the pre-
ceding year shall be returned to the treasurer and receiver general
before the fifteenth day of July in each year, with a detailed re-
port, under oath, of the expenditure of such fund.
Section 76. Five hundred dollars may be allowed from said
fund for the incidental expenses of said board, but no part thereof
shall be expended for any other expenses or for salaries.
Section 77. If a fireman in a regularly organized fire depart-
ment of a city or town, or any officer or member in active service
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of any incorporated protective department acting in concert with
fire departments, or a person doing fire duty at the request or by
the order of the authorities of a town which has no organized fire
department, or a person performing the duties of a fireman in such
town, is killed, or dies within sixty days from injuries received,
while in the performance of his duties, and his death is certified
by the city or town clerk and the attending physician or medical
examiner to the treasurer and receiver general, he shall pay to the
executor or administrator of such fireman, out of the money re-
ceived from taxes on fire insurance companies doing business in
this commonwealth, the sum of one thousand dollars for the use
equally of his widow and minor children ; or if there are minor
children but no widow, to their use ; or if there is no minor child,
to the use of the widow ; and if there is no widow or minor child,
to the use of the next of kin if dependent on such deceased fire-
man for support. A child of full age dependent upon such fire-
man for support shall be regarded as a minor child.
[Acts of 1902, Chapter 108.]
An Act to increase the annual payment by the state to the
massachusetts state firemen's association.
Be it enacted, etc., as follows :
Section 1. Section seventy-one of chapter thirty-two of the
Revised Laws is hereby amended by striking out the word " ten",
in the first line, and inserting in place thereof the word : — twelve,
— so as to read as follows: — Section 71. The sum of twelve
thousand dollars shall annually, before the first day of July, be
paid by the treasurer and receiver general to the treasurer of the
Massachusetts State Firemen's Association out of the money
received from taxes on fire insurance companies doing business in
this Commonwealth, and it shall be known as the Firemen's Relief
Fund of Massachusetts.
Section 2. Section seventy-two of said chapter is hereby
amended by striking .out the word " ten", in the second line, and
inserting in place thereof the word : — twelve, — so as to read as
follows : — Section 72. The treasurer of said association shall
give a bond in the sum of twelve thousand dollars with sureties
approved by the treasurer and receiver general conditioned for the
faithful performance of his duties.
Section 3. This act shall take effect upon its passage.
Approved February 25, 1902.
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[Acts of 1902, Chapter 203.]
An Act making an appropriation for the Massachusetts state
firemen's association.
Be it enacted, etc., as follows :
Section 1. The sum of twelve thousand dollars is hereby ap-
propriated, to be paid out of the treasury of the Commonwealth
from the ordinary revenue, for the Massachusetts State Firemen's
Association, as provided for by chapter one hundred and eight of
the acts of the year nineteen hundred and two.
Section 2. This act shall take effect upon its passage.
Approved March 19, 1902.
[Acts of 1903, Chapter 253.]
An Act relative to the appointment of the commissioners of
the firemen's relief fund.
Be it enacted, etc., as follows:
Section 1. Section seventy-three of chapter thirty-two of the
Revised Laws is hereby amended by striking out the whole of said
section and inserting in place thereof the following : — Section 73.
Such fund shall be used for the relief of firemen, whether members
of said association or not, who may be injured in the performance
of their duty at a fire or in going to or returning from the same,
and for the relief of the widows and children of firemen killed in
the performance of such duty, in the manner and to the amount
determined by a board of five persons, of whom three, not mem-
bers of said association, shall be appointed by the governor in July
of the year nineteen hundred and three, to serve, one for three
years, one for two years and one for one year ; and one shall be
appointed in July of each year thereafter to serve for the full term
of three years, and two shall be appointed by said association in
such manner as it may from time to time determine.
Section 2. This act shall take effect upon its passage.
Approved April 17, 1903.
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